Genomic copy-number aberrations related to lymph-node metastasis of colon cancer.
Lymph-node metastasis is an important indicator in the diagnosis of colon cancer. In order to determine the genes involved in metastasis, genomic copy-number aberrations in the primary tumours and lymph-node metastases were analysed in 12 patients using comparative genomic hybridization. This method detects genomic copy-number changes at the chromosomal level and the identification of the regions of aberration on any chromosome. Copy-number gains at 6p12 and losses at 8p12 were observed in a greater number of the primary tumours than in the metastases. These aberrations appear to be involved in lymph-node metastasis of colon cancer, and may allow measurement of the risk of lymph-node metastasis from a given colon cancer.